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“An Ancient Promise; a Present Hope” 
Matthew 1 

 

Theme: The birth of Jesus Christ is a present hope based on an ancient promise. 
 

Outline: 

 

I. A calculated title – why? (Matt. 1:1, 17 - Messiah) 
 

II. A family tree – why? (Matt. 1:1-17) 
 

A. David (v. 1a) 
B. Abraham (v. 1b) 

 

III. A checkered journey – why? (Matt. 1:2-17) 
 

A. From Abraham to David are fourteen generations  (v. 17a) 
1. The patriarchs (v. 2) 
2. Tamar (v. 3) 
3. Rahab (v. 5) 
4. Ruth (v. 5) 

B. From David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations (v. 17b) 
1. Bathsheba (v. 6) 
2. A divided kingdom (v. 7) 
3. Manasseh (v. 10) 

C. From the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations (v. 17c) 
1. 400 years of silence 

 

IV. A unique conception – why? (Matt. 1:18-25) 
 

A. Before they came together she was found with child (v. 18) 
B. He knew it was not his (v. 19) 
C. The Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit (v. 20) 
D. He kept her a virgin until – (v. 25) guarantees the sanctity/purity of the pregnancy 

 

V. A present hope – why?  (vv. 21-23) 
 

A. Salvation presupposes damnation (v. 21) – “Jesus” 
B. Presence presupposes absence (vv. 22, 23)  - “God with us” 

1. Hope presupposes despair 
2. Healing presupposes disease 
3. Wholeness presupposes dysfunction 

 

Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Do you believe the ancient promises? 
2. It is only when you believe the ancient promises that you can have present hope.  Hope 

is present; you must believe. 
3. God invites you to be free.  I do not know the darkness surrounding you.  I only know it 

is there.  There is another way of addressing it:  You cannot save yourself; only Jesus 
saves. 


